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Occasional Notes.

Whitsun Holidays begin Friday, May 30th. School
re-opens Tuesday, June 17th.

Summer Holidays begin Monday, July 28th. School
re-opens Thursday, September 18th.

The School has lost a good friend by the death of Br. Henry
Wilde, F.R.S., which occurred on March 28th. Dr. Wilde had
much to do with the invention of the dynamo, and applied it to
the production of the search-light used in the Royal Navy and
to the electro-deposition of metals from their solutions. He
discovered new multiple relations among the atomic weights of
the elements, and communicated many scientific papers to the
Royal Society and to the Manchester Literary and Philosophical
Society. Some years ago he presented two dynamos to the
School, also an electric motor, now in the Physics workshop,
and a switch-board for distributing electricity to the various
departments of the School.

Dr. R. Schmidt, who was on the staff just before the war,
has been demobilised from the Belgian Army, and appointed on
the staff of the Athénée Royal, one of the four leading Belgian
Secondary Schools. We heartily congratulate him on getting
back to his real life work. We wish him all that is happy, and
hope it will not be long before he brings a party of scouts from
the Athénée Royal over to Manchester or to one of our camps,
and establishes an entente cordiale.

We were glad to see back at the School our friend Mr.
Battersby Harford. He goes back to Calcutta at the end of the
month to take charge for a time of St. Paul’s College. He is
a good man for this difficult job.
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Mr. T. Smith, in a letter from Salonica to Mr. Adams, gives
a graphic description of Greek boy scouts: ‘“ A band of restless,
chattering boys without apparently any sense of discipline. .
animated gramophones, dressed in any old thing.”” When
employed by the British troops, however, they brightened up
and were very serviceable. Most of them can speak some
English and French.

Important additions have been made to the School Museum
since our last issue. Dr. Mumford has presented his own
collection of shells, corals, and minerals, housed in a glazed
table-case made by himself in his student days. Mr. Jennison
(who is now writing, by the way, for the Children’s Newspaper)
has sent us a Racoon, a Meerkat, and a falcated Duck. From
Lieutenant Harry Cox, of the Mesopotamian Expeditionary
Force, we have received a beautiful specimen of the Weaver-
bird’s nest. Our collection of skulls has been augmented by
gifts from Dixon (Sh.B.), Hodgkinson (Sh.B.), Price (5a), and
Miss E. Pearce. Birds’ eggs have been presented by Moseley
(P.3), and Price (5a), while Hodson (Sh.B.) has brought us a
fine specimen of a hookah. Further details have been added
to the War Collection by Lieut. G. W. Hyde (O.M.)

Mr. T. A. Tomlinson, of Moston (father of I. Tomlinson,
P.8), has very kindly had a clamp and sliding adjusting-rod
fitted to the School telescope.

Our thanks are due to Mr. Hughes, of the Gables, for allow-
ing us to carry on our potato culture in his garden.

Contributions, other than those relating to the O.M.A., will
be received by Mr. A. S. Warman at the School.

O.M.A. Notes and O.M. Chronicle.

A very cordial invitation is given to all Old Boys who played
Lacrosse at the School to join the Lacrosse section of the
O.M.A. The section is in process of being revived, and arrange-
ments are proceeding for the coming season, 1919-20. The
Hon. Sec. is Mr. W. H. Barratt, 17, Back Piccadilly, Man-
chester.
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Mr. G. Waterhouse (O.M.), now back at Trinity College,
Dublin, has been appointed to administer the scheme of grants
to demobilised officers in its application to Higher Education in
Ireland.

Mr. H. Roland Cooper (O.M.), who was the first Secretary
of the O.M.A., has been appointed Works Accountant to the
Sopwith Aviation Co., Ltd., Kingston-on-Thames.

Mr. Nathan Mutch (O.M.) has been appointed Assistant
Physician to Guy’s Hospital, London.

Mr. Geoffrey Davies-Colley (O.M.) is going out to Hong-
kong to take up a post under the Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation.

Our old friend Henry Chang has become famous. He is
now Salt Commissioner for the whole Province of Szechuan (the
only Chinese holding such a position). He has 16 secretaries
and servants when he travels.

Mr. W, B. Sedgwick, M.A. (O.M.), wrote an article in the
Expository Times (February, 1919) on ‘‘ The Authorship of the
Pastorals.”” He is also the author of a School edition of
Petronius in the Clarendon Press.

At the Queen’s Hall, on April 9th, Mr. Israel Cohen (O.M.),
delivered a report on the ‘‘ Pogroms in Poland.”

Some interesting quotations from letters of Private Sydney
Entwistle, R.A.M.C. (O.M.), describing his experiences in
Caucasia, appeared in The Journal (Eccles), March 28th last.

It will be of interest to readers to know that Mr. W. G.
Howard Gritten, M.P. (O.M.), who was at School in the now
Sir Samuel Dill’s time, was the originator of the idea of a
school playing field, and was subsequently captain of both the
X1. and the XV., and also of the United Schools of Manchester
in both cricket and football. He was chosen to represent the
School in the Public Schools Boxing Championship at Alder-
shot, but was prevented by illness from competing. He was
also a vigorous opponent of the institution of the distinctive
school cap.
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Mr. T. C. Dugdale’s pictures of the East, now on view at the
Leicester Galleries, are among his best work, showing as they
do his brilliancy of technique and intensity of vision and feeling.

In his book, ‘‘ Authority in the Modern State,”” Mr. H. ]J.
Laski (O.M.) explains that the necessary basis of the State
is in the individual mind, and emphasises the defectiveness
of any political attitude which does not examine the relation
of obedience to freedom. He holds that in matters of social
constitution the field of possibilities is much more extensive than
men are ready to imagine. What we call necessary institutions
are often no more than institutions to which we have become
accustomed. There are wide possibilities yet unexploited for
federalism on a basis of freedom.

Dr. 1. L. Kandel (O.M.), of Columbia University, has been
appointed Secretary to the Society for American Fellowships in
French Universities.

Mr. L. J. Berlin, having temporarily to leave Manchester,
is anxious to hear of any O.M. interested in Scouting who
would undertake the supervision of the Manchester Jews’ School
Troop of Scouts. Communication should be made to his brother,
Mr. J. J. Berlin, 38, Petworth Street, Cheetham.

Mr. R. F. Young’s portrait in uniform appears in Czecko
World of 11th -April, with a short account of his career. He is
now Secretary to the British Legation to the Czecko Slovac
republic. Writing from Prag, he says: ‘‘ Life here is very
arduous. . . The Czecko Slovac National Assembly is devoting
much attention to education, and has already passed a series of
important laws including one for the establishment of a
University at Brunn. Good old Comenius is now at last coming
to his own, and is held in great honour.” He encloses some
postcards illustrating the peasant costumes and dances.

N.B.—Will members please note that subscriptions should be
paid to Mr. Frep ETCHELLS, Assistant Secretary, at the
School, and that changes of address should be notified
(also to Mr. ETcHELLS) without delay.



LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 57

Obituary.

SaMUEL D. SEDGLEY.

Mr. Samuel Dudley Sedgley, M.A., who died suddenly at
Fulham on April 19th, from the effects of a cerebral embolism,
was the son of Mr. S. D. Sedgley, of the Evening News. He
entered the School with a Mynshull Scholarship in January,
1906, and was awarded a Foundation Scholarship in 1907. He
passed right up the School from the lowest form to the Classical
Sixth. On leaving he joined St. Anselm’s Hostel, Rusholme,
with a view to preparing for Holy Orders, and was awarded the
Oliver Heywood Scholarship at Manchester University in 1912.
He graduated with first class honours in 1914, Circumstances
compelled him for the time to forego his intention of seeking
ordination, and he held successively assistant masterships at
Westcliffe-on-Sea, Kingston-on-Thames, Arnold House School,
Blackpool, and Liverpool Collegiate School.

He offered three times for Military Service, and was rejected
each time, being finally classed as unfit.

Dudley Sedgley had in him the real spirit of a scholar.  He
worked not to pass examinations, but because he found his
classics supremely interesting. The same spirit permeated his
teaching, a profession for which he was specially fitted by his
sympathetic temperament and his gift of encouragement. Only
he would not himself have spoken of teaching as a profession : to
him it was a vocation.

Letter to the Editor.

19th May, 19I19.

Dear Sir,—The Roll of Honour published in the Fourteenth
Annual Report of the O.M.A. is a record of which Mancunians
may very properly be proud.

Unfortunately, however, it is not a complete record. New
items for inclusion in it are still coming in. It has, therefore,
been decided to keep the Roll of Honour in type for the next
two or three weeks in order that all proper additions may be
made to it. I make this appeal to all who read Ulula to send
me word as soon as possible, preferably before Whitsuntide,
of any addition or alteration to the Roll which would make it
a fuller or more accurate record.

Yours faithfully,
ArTHUR E. JALLAND,
Hon. Gen. Secretary, O.M.A.
Clarence Buildings, 2, Booth Street, Manchester.
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The Owl Discourses.

II..-THE SEVENTIES AGAIN,

When Mr. Walker first came to the School in 1859 he found
a somewhat alarming state of affairs. From the days of the
‘“ Great ’ Dr. Lawson, when the School had attained a reputa-
tion as a place of classical education, the members had dwindled,
till at the commencement of Mr. Walker’s regime the scholars
numbered less than two hundred. The financial situation also
was by no means easy. The grain and malt monopoly in the
hands of the School had waxed from the founder’s original
£87 10s. 0d. to something like £5,000 at the close of the
eighteenth century, and it was quite a common thing about that
time for boys to come to the School merely for the purpose of
picking up one of the forty guinea exhibitions awarded to boys
proceeding to the Universities. Among others de Quincey
intended to do this. He frankly avows that his object in coming
to Manchester Grammar School was to gain an exhibition and
so to make his patrimony of about £150 a year suffice to main-
tain him at a University. Unfortunately de Quincey’s
temperament was not able to bear the ‘‘irksomeness’ of
Grammar School life as it was then, and so he abandoned his
idea and effected his famous flight from School. But at the
close of the century a decline in the School’s financial position
set in. The grain monopoly became an oppression to the neigh-
bourhood, and there was a great deal of evasion, and finally it
was abolished by the Court of Chancery—a Court in which the
School has ‘‘invested ’ quite a serviceable sum. Then the
profits from the malt mills began to fail owing to mismanage-
ment and quarrels over the price of grinding with the ‘¢ gentle-
men of The Trade.”” It will be found that even to-day most of
the district breweries are situate outside the region once covered
by the operation of Grammar School monopoly.

At the same time, with the arrival of Mr. Walker numbers
began to grow. The financial situation became so acute that
in 1864, in spite of violent opposition in the town, Mr. Walker
carried his point, and the School which for three hundred and
fifty years had been a Free Grammar School, changing style
became a Grammar School with a fixed number of free places
and, in its first term, nine paying scholars. In 1883 the num-
bers altogether came to 943, a figure which was not again
touched till the opening of a fresh century. The faction
aroused in the town by this change was tremendous. Meetings
of ratepayers were held for and against the proposal, the
columns of the local press were full of rancorous debate, and the
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excitement created would not have done credit to the Eatans-
will elections. The Re-union Dinner, which had been in-
augurated by Dr. Lawson’s pupils and had been held without a
break for eighty-three years, was suspended for fourteen years.
O.M.’s, it is evident, were just as prone to try a fall with High
Masters in those days, as they have proved themselves recently.
Time has, however, justified the ways of Dr. Walker to Man-
chester.

In 1869, in connection with the Schools Inquiry Commission,
Mr. Bryce reported on the Grammar School. He was just in
time to meet the tail end of the uproar on the question of the
admission of paying Scholars, and his favourable report on the
new system had, no doubt, a great share in allaying the dis-
content felt in Manchester. Some of Mr. Bryce’s comments
and proposals are extremely interesting.

On the site he remarks :—

‘“The School stands in a mean street, fronting to and
bounded on each side by mean houses, some of them shops,
others taverns; one, if [ remember right, the warehouse of a
second-rate undertaker. = Drunken men may occasionally be
seen staggering past the door. There is no playground, unless
a court some dozen yards each way, can be called one, so that
the boys must, in play hours, be turned right out into the street.
. . . . Attached to the Chetham’s Hospital is a large play-
ground, apparently of no great service to the Blue Coat boys,
who, so far as my observation goes, sometimes wander about
in it, but never play. Looking out from the windows of the
Grammar School over this playground, which lies immediately
beneath them, it was impossible not to wish that some arrange-
ment could be made by which the use of the ground might be
given to the Grammar School boys, Chetham’s Hospital receiv-~
ing compensation in some other way.”” In a footnote Mr.
Bryce suggests that if Chetham’s move they might leave the
Library behind, as it would be very useful to the School!
Another suggestion was that the boys of the Classical VIth
should be provided with lexicons out of the School funds. It is
a curious fact that until 1917 this was regularly done, but
whether out of School funds or the High Master’s pocket I
cannot tell.

In early days members of the Free School wore mortar
boards, but they were found to be very awkward in spite of, or
perhaps by reason of, their usefulness as missiles, and when per-
mission was given to discard them, all but a few Sixth-formers
who were very jealous of their dignity eagerly did so. The
result was that in course of time boys came to School in any cap
they pleased, and the lack of a distinctive cap was sorely felt.
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One writer in Ulula pointing to Christ’s Hospital petticoats,
and Judges’ ermine, puts in a strong plea for a return to the
old ways. ‘‘As it is, the greater number of us might be taken
for a number of National School boys.”” A later writer pro-
puses mortar boards and tassels for the Sixth alone, * for,
strange to say, the Sixths are not at once evidently superior to
the other forms either in beauty of countenance or physical,
much less classical or mathematical, prowess!” Of course
scholars of Colleges were a little later distinguished by wearing
their gowns, as they still do at the sister school, St. Paul’s,
Might not this custom be revived? A School football shirt,
too, was needed, and it was proposed to make both caps and
shirts of Oxford and Cambridge blue.

Of the School Societies quite the most ancient is the
Dcbating  Society. In the seventies it was & very thriving
institution, although in those days as now subject to fluctuations,
and the roll of its members contains many illustrious names.
Quite the most ardent debaters were the trio of Hamiltons
(G. F., J. M., ]J. A, the latter now Lord Sumner of Ibstone.)
One can well understand that when all the three got up in suc-
cession to oppose one motion ‘‘ the mover found a difficult task
in replying to so much antagonism.’’ Indeed, J. A. Hamilton
after his first meeting seems scarcely to have missed one oppor-
tunity of speech, the Secretary usually winding up his reports,
‘“ After J. A. Hamilton had said his usual few words, the motion
was put to the vote.”” Nor did his pen lag behind his tongue,
many articles appearing in Ulula written by him, including one
effort of pure imagination entitled ‘‘ Hasheesh,”’ which was not
unsuccessful. In point of age the Debating Society’s closest
rival is the Philosophical Society, run by our friends the
Physicals, as they were styled in those days. The Philosophical
Seciety has always been a somewhat peculiar institution. In the
seventies it confined itself wholly to scientific subjects ranging
from ‘‘ Paragenesis and Pseudo-morphism of Minerals’’ to
‘“Milk > and ‘‘ Analysis of Mineral Waters.”” Now, after a
period of sanity during which it admitted papers of general
interest, it has once again returned to its old bad ways. In
1874 the two Societies joined together once a month for a debate
or a paper, and the resultant Society was called the Union.
Doubtless the ‘‘ exhaustive '’ speeches of G. IF. Hamilton com-
bined with jealous rivalry to ‘‘ sink the ship !’ For after about
five meetings we read, ‘‘ After the motion was carried the
Debating Society seceded in grim silence.”” One other Society
was founded at this time. After correspondence in Ulula (the
usual precursor of a birth) the School Choir was formed in ’77,
and from this beginning the Glee Society has thrived, or to be
correct, hung on by a thread.
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In Mr. Bryce’'s Report the School was rightly classed as a
Classicgl School. There was no modern side and no separate
Sciencg side. There was 3 Mathematical apd Physical Fifth, a
Mathematical gnd Physical Transitus, and a Mathematical Sixth.
The Mathematical side was really a *‘ going concern.”” One of
the School’s mest brilliant alumni came from this side. Sir
Lagarus Fletcher was a Brackenbury Scholar of Balliol, gained
the Senior University Mathematical prize—the Mathematical
blue ribbon—and later on was in charge of g section of the
British Museum, resigning only a few months ago. It is re-
markable how many Old Boys after distinguishing themselves
at the University have returned to the Old School and served
long terms of honourable service with it. Mr. Broadhurst left
the School in 1872 to proceed as Foundation Scholar to Trinity
College, Cambridge. After being head classic in his College he
returned three years later to the staff of the School, and has
served ever since. He must have taught every Classical form
in the School from the old-time Classical First to the Senior
Sixth. He has been fifty odd years in the School as Master
and boy, indeed he runs the celebrated Dr. Lawson close, who
served for fifty-nine years. Mr. Barnes runs Mr. Broadhurst
very close in respect of length of service. He was an old pupil
of Mr. Francis Jones (who resigns this year with no mean record
to his credit) gaining a Brackenbury Scholarship to Balliol in
December, ’75. While a scholar at the School he contributed
many scientific articles to Ulula and gave many learned dis-
quisitions (scientific of course) before the Philosophical Society,
of which he was at different times Treasurer, Secretary, Curator,
and President, the last a position which he holds at the present
time. Another Old Boy of this era who has re-appeared on the
staff of Masters is Mr. Pearce. Mr. Pearce was unlucky as
Captain of the School. In his will Hugh Oldham left many
quaint directions. In addition to directing prayers to he said for
the * sawles ’’ of Hugh Oldham, his father and his mother, he
directed that two poor boys be paid one penny per head for
recording the names of new boys. Thus was kept the School
register, and there is no wonder that it was carelessly kept and
still more carelessly preserved. In course of time the School
Captain took charge of the register, and being a big man he
charged a shilling per head. Now, in those sensible old days
the head boy of the Classical Sixth became automatically School
Captain—a custom which should be re-introduced. The custom
of keeping the records in this haphazard way, however, lapsed,
and Mr. Pearce was the first to suffer.

Some mention has already been made of how the founding of
the Cricket Club arose out of a dream reported in Ulula. Many
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difficulties were raised about it, people remarking on lack of
opportunity, players, enthusiasm and field. In answer to this,
pessimists were requested to ‘‘ remember what was foretold of
the other School institutions when they were started.”” So in
spite of all forebodings the Cricket Club was founded, and
played and lost its first match to Bury Grammar School.  (Thus
arose a long and intimate connection with Bury.) After the
match the team was entertained by the Headmaster, and the
healths of the Headmaster of Bury and the High Master of
Manchester Grammar School were, we need hardly add, received
with unbounded enthusiasm.’’ Still the Cricket Club has done
more than drink toasts, although it did not obtain a ground till
the laying of the Cliff in *98.

The proximity of the Agecroft Rowing Club has always
seemed to stir ardour for rowing in the breasts of Owlets. In
1874 a race was promoted between a team of Physicals and a
team of Masters; after a keen race the Masters won by less than
a length. It was hoped that this would lead to the foundation
of a Rowing Club in the School, but this was left for a later
generation. Surely it would be a useful thing to revive the
Rowing? The Nemesis Club has come ‘o life again; why not
the Grammar School Club? In 1875 a Boxing Club was formed.
Members were elected by ballot and ‘‘ the High Master has
kindly allowed the Club the sole use of the Gymnasium after four
o'clock.” The Gymnasium referred to is not, of course, the
present Langworthy Gymnasium, which was not at that time
erected, but an ordinary small class room with a sanded floor
and bits of apparatus scattered about here and there. The
Boxing Club gave opportunity of practising the use, not only of
the gloves, but of the foil and singlestick, and ‘‘ combat &
P’outrance or otherwise may be seen any day between Schools
waged with the utmost vigour and manifest enjoyment.”

The old School! song, ‘‘Gaudeamus igitur,”” was very
popular until it was superseded by the present one, written and
composed by Mr. Broadhurst, and from it hangs a tale. A
certain young Owlet was walking with his father in the fields
in the vicinity of Wigan when they met a carter who, on seeing
the School cap, burst into the opening verses of the old School
song. Enquiry revealed that. the carter had been in the
Classical VIth under Mr. Walker and had gained a Scholarship
to an Oxford College. After a period spent as a Schoolmaster
he had sickened of the life and left the country. After long and
varied wanderings on the Continent and all over the world he
had finally returned to his native land and had taken up life as a
carter

Verily, the mantle of the Owl has descended in unexpected
nlares,






